
The Ancient Greeks
What legacy did the Ancient Greeks leave us? 

Is there anything we can thank them for?

This term in Year 5, we will be exploring how the actions of the past have influenced our lives today. We will be studying the landscapes of modern Greece and 

learning what made early settlers build communities there and what continues to make it a popular travel destination today. Children will learn about Ancient Greek 

inventions and institutions that we have  still have today, such as democracy. They will make links in their learning to understand how the Ancient Greek civilisation 

influenced and shaped the modern western society we live in today. They will make comparisons with previous studies of ancient civilisations such as the Romans 

and Ancient Egyptians. 

English

Children will be studying and 

writing a selection of text types 

based on our topic, the Ancient 

Greeks. We will be using texts such 

as Percy Jackson and the Lightning 

Thief to engage the children in their 

writing and using drama to enhance 

this. They will build on their 

knowledge of choosing vocabulary 

for purpose, using a wider range of 

complex punctuation and more 

complex sentence structures. 

Maths
This term in Maths the children will focus 
heavily on developing their 
understanding of fractions, decimals and 
percentages, before moving onto 
recapping the four operations. 
Children will consolidate their knowledge 
of metric measures such as converting 
between measurements. They will 
measure and calculate the perimeter of 
composite rectilinear shapes. Children 
will develop their understanding of 
angles: measuring in degrees and 
estimate, draw and compare angles. They 
will describe positions on a coordinate 
grid which will assist them in locating 
Ancient Greek landmarks.

Science
This term in Science, children will 
learn all about forces and look at 
different aspects such as air and 
water resistance as well as friction. 
They will also look at some 
mechanisms like levers and pulleys 
and investigate the force of gravity.

Children will learn about 
Archimedes -the Ancient Greek 
inventor – who explained how 
levers work and how he devised 
machines to repel invading Roman 
ships.

Humanities
As historians, children will learn about 
what life was like for the Ancient 
Greeks and how this compares to 
modern day society. They will analyse 
a range of historical sources and will 
be working towards answering the 
questions: ‘What legacy did the 
Ancient Greeks leave us? Is there 
anything we can thank them for?’
As geographers, children will develop 
their map skills in order to be able to 
locate Greece and other countries of 
the world. They will then investigate 
the landscape and position of Greece 
and why this would have benefited 
the Ancient Greek society. 



RE
The children will be working towards 
answering the big question: ‘What 
difference does it make to believe in 
Ahimsa (harmlessness), Grace and 
Ummah (community)?’ and will do so 
by studying the following religions: 
Islam, Hinduism and Christianity. 
Children will learn that for Hindus 
being harmless means, for example, 
no violence, eating no meat and 
wearing no leather; find out how 
ahimsa links to ideas of karma and 
reincarnation.

PSHCE
Children will look at what constitutes 
a respectful relationship and look at 
the practical steps they can take to 
improve or support them, with a 
focus on mutual respect. Later in the 
term, they will look at personal 
hygiene and germs and how to spot 
the early signs of physical illness.

Art/DT
Children will be studying the
Renaissance artist Claude Lorrain–
who created landscapes of Ancient
Greek buildings. They will then
compare this to landscapes created
by British artist William Turner.
Children will also use their experience
of visiting the Yorkshire Dales (or
using reference photography) to
compare the landscapes and the
artist intention behind their work.
They will use watercolours to recreate
the Renaissance style.

Music
The children will be exploring the theme

‘How Does Music Improve our World?’

with a focus on gaining confidence through

performance.

PE
Year 5 will have the opportunity to 
have Gymnastics lessons from 
specialist providers, developing their 
understanding of form and 
movement. 5BD and 5/6JH will take 
part in the swimming sessions 
throughout this term. 
Throughout this term our focus will 
be on invasion games. Children will 
take part in sessions focussing on the 
necessary skills, building on how to 
work effectively as part of a team as 
they did in the Autumn term.

ICT
This term, the children will look at 
collecting and representing data using 
infographics such as word clouds and 
understand the benefits of 
representing data in a pictorial 
fashion. They will also continue to 
develop their understanding of how 
to stay safe while online. Children will 
use Tinker Cad –a computer aided 
design programme to design their 
own Ancient Greek style buildings. 

Information for Parents

Please help and encourage your child to practise their times tables as this 
is very important for their maths development. We would also ask that 
you support the children to aim to read at least 15 minutes a day. 
Homework and spellings will be given out on a Friday and due in the 
following week. 
Children should  come to school in their PE kits, which they will stay in for 
the remainder of the day. 
5CB- Gymnastics on Wednesday. PE on  Thursday
5D - Gymnastics on Wednesday. PE on  Thursday
5BD – Swimming and Gymnastics on Wednesday. 
Class teachers will update parents via Bloomz if their child’s class will have 

a gardening session on a week by week basis. 


