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Castleford Park Junior Academy 

        Thursday, January 26th  

Dear Parents/Carers 

You may be aware from media coverage that the NEU (National Education Union) have 

declared industrial strike action will take place on Wednesday 1st February 2023. The strike 

is happening due to a national dispute between the union and the government over 

teachers’ pay and funding to schools, and not because of any school-based issues.  

Last week, the Department for Education published guidance for all schools on handling 

strike action.  As part of the guidance, they have asked all headteachers to complete a risk 

assessment so that they are able to assess whether the health, safety and satisfactory 

education of pupils can be guaranteed in the absence of the teachers taking strike action.  

We wanted to give you advanced warning of the current plans for this date as this may 

cause disruption to our school and wanted to inform you as soon as possible. 

 

In preparation for strike action and the impact on school, we must consider that: 

• there is no requirement for a union to inform employers of which members will be 

taking part in industrial action. 

• union members are under no obligation to inform employers of their union 

membership or inform their employer of their intention to strike.   

 

Based on this risk assessment, I have made the decision that I believe the academy will 

continue to be open as normal to all children on this date.  

Uncertainties will remain around the classes that will be open, and the risk assessment is 

based on the information that I currently have and have been allowed to ask of staff. On 

the morning of Wednesday 1st February, I will communicate by 8:15am that the plans we 

have made are accurate.  

If for any reasons these plans were to change and a class was to close without advance 

warning, this would be communicated by Bloomz.  

I understand that this may be frustrating for parents/carers and ask that all members of 

the community continue to treat each other with respect and avoid speculating or asking 

staff about their intention to undertake strike action.  

I am aware that a further 3 additional dates for industrial action have been announced by 

the NEU which may go ahead.  I will write to you again to confirm the arrangements for 

these dates if they take place. If you have any further questions, please do not hesitate to 

contact me.  

Yours faithfully 

Miss Law 


