
Mysteries of the Past
What did the Victorians do for us?

This term in Year 3 we will step back in time to explore the Victorian Era! We will be discovering what life was like as a Victorian child, during Victoria’s 63 year reign, and compare it to our lives 

today. Did children really have to go to work? What changed this? We will be researching which revolutionary inventions were created around this time  as well as considering how these 

products are now part of our daily life. The children will also have the opportunity to do a study of our area, looking at data, maps and buildings to develop an understanding of Castleford and 

how the Victorian era shaped our community . So what was it about the Victorian Era that made Britain so great?

English
Throughout the Autumn term, Year 3

English lessons will be focused on using a

range of high quality texts to help the

children consider their skills as writers.

During the first half term they will write

narrative focusing on the following texts:

‘Daisy saves the day’ by Shirley Hughes,

‘Street Child’ by Berlie Doherty. These texts

will encourage the children to use their

imaginations to write whilst also exposing

them to a wider range of ambitious

vocabulary. They will then move on to

discovering different literary genres and

writing styles – writing non-fiction pieces

that apply their new knowledge of the

Victorians.

Maths
Children will have already had the

opportunity to recognise place value and

represent numbers to 100 in Year 2 and in

this term we will provide them with the

opportunity to revisit and consolidate their

learning before moving on to numbers

beyond 100 and up to 4 digits. Children will

become confident using a range of

resources to support themselves when

calculating and reasoning, whilst also

continuing to use their own drawings and

jottings. We will then develop the children’s

independence further as mathematicians –

challenging them to solve a range of

problems using their new knowledge.

Science
Children will be identifying that animals,
including humans, need the right types and
amount of nutrition to stay healthy and how
they get this from the foods they eat. They
will also identify that humans and some
other animals have skeletons and muscles
for support, protection and movement.

Following on from this, children will be
identifying how sounds are made and
recognising that vibrations from sounds
travel through a medium to the ear. Children
will be finding patterns between the pitch,
and volume of a sound and the features of
the object that produce it. Children will also
recognise that sounds get fainter as the
distance from the sound source increases.

Humanities
As Historians this term, children will be
researching the Victorian Era and what
impact events and inventions that
happened during this time had on modern
day life. We will be using a range of sources
to create an enquiry to find out what
everyday life was like as a Victorian. We will
be also investigate a range of artefacts -
discussing how they would have been used
and by whom. Children will also be
comparing their lives now to children’s lives
at this time and will consider the impact
that Lord Shaftesbury and Doctor Barnardo
had on making education available for all.
As Geographers, we will use a range of
maps and closely observe the buildings in
our local area to see how it has changed
over time.



RE
Children will be exploring why the bible is
important to Christians and which stories
are special, remembered and re-told often
and why this is so. They will also be looking
at what morals can be learnt from sacred
texts and how they can impact on our daily
lives.
Children will also have the opportunity to
investigate whether living as a Christian
means obeying the whole Bible at all times,
or not. Children will also be giving examples
of how Christians use and follow teachings
of the Bible today.

PSHCE
Children will be learning how

to appropriately communicate their

feelings within friendships. They will begin

to look at how their behaviour impacts

upon others and how they can build positive

friendships and relationships. Children will

also be looking at when bullying can happen

and what constitutes bullying and how to

approach the situation if you feel it is

happening to you. They will also be

setting themselves personal goals and

understanding how best to plan to achieve

them and which attributes are important to

practise to achieve this.

Art/DT
Children will be exploring the work of artist Van
Gogh - particularly with a key focus on ‘A Starry
Night’ one of his most famous paintings. They
will develop skills including layering, sketching,
tearing and painting, whilst also looking at how
different textures can be created in our
artwork. They will also be using research and
considering the messages that can be conveyed
through art to help inform their ideas. The
children will create Christmas Cards inspired by
this famous painting.

Children will also be exploring cooking and
nutrition further. They will design and make
healthy snacks considering how Victorian
children could have eaten to keep them fit and
well.

Music
As musicians, each class will take turns to learn

how to play the ukulele, taught by a specialist

music teacher- Mrs Atack- from Wakefield Music

Services. The first class to have this opportunity

will be 3ST. During these lessons, the children will

compose simple songs as well as increasing their

vocal skills. Singing assemblies will build on this

where the children will learn the importance of

vocal warm ups, breathing and posture when

performing to an audience. We will be learning

the songs, ‘Consider Yourself’ from the musical

Oliver, ‘On My Way’ from the Disney movie

Brother Bear and ‘Believe’ performed by the

Military Wives Choir.

PE
In the first half term, children will be taught
dance. They will be focusing on improving
their posture, their coordination and their
spatial awareness. Children will be exploring
how to engage an audience and convey a
message using different levels of movement
in their dances to compose and perform using
repeated patterns.

In the second half term, children will improve
their ball skills through football. They will
practice passing and receiving the ball with
increasing control and accuracy, using the
correct footwork. They will also learn more
about the rules of football – applying them to
the games they play.

ICT
Pupils will be using technology in a range of
ways when recording, in a variety of
lessons. They will explore how they can use
apps such as; Green Screen, Book Creator,
Chatterpix and Apple Clips to explain their
new learning to an audience.

Children will also be using digital media in
order to make digital Christmas cards. They
will do this using PowerPoint learning skills
such as animation, creating transitions and
also to enhance their typing skills.

Recommended Reading/Learning Links
The Adventures of the New Cut Gang                      Hetty Feather


