
This term Year 3 will explore the Ancient Egyptian Civilisation, we will be investigating the archaeologist Howard Carter and finding out what skills he used to make him such a famous Egyptologist 

as well as exploring the discoveries he made. We will be researching what makes a civilisation great and how a community needs to do to work together to be successful. The children will have 

the opportunity to find out about the Pharaohs of this time and why they built the pyramids, as well as the mythology that permeated Ancient Egypt. We will also learn about the role the Nile 

had in allowing this civilisation to flourish and compare it to our own today.

Literacy 
Within the Summer term, Year 3 Literacy 

lessons will be influenced by our topic and 

through rich texts such as; Antony and 

Cleopatra, Meet the Ancient Egyptians and 

also Marcy and the Riddle of the 

Sphinx. Writing throughout the term will 

cover a range of genres including; narratives, 

newspaper reports, non-chronological 

reports and also poetry. During lessons, 

children will explore how authors use 

language to create certain effects for the 

reader and will then begin to explore this 

use of language in their own writing.

Maths
During this term, pupils will begin to develop 

their understanding of measurement 

including length, height and width. They will 

also look at adding and subtracting 

and length and calculating perimeter. 

multiplication and divisions. After this we 

will move onto fractions looking at how to 

recognise a fraction and find fractions of 

amounts. Finally we will move onto telling 

the time in Summer 2. Throughout these 

units, we will build on children reasoning 

and problem solving to challenge them 

further once a concept has been 

understood.

Science – Light and Electricity
Children will be exploring how they need 

light in order to see things and that dark is 

the absence of light. They will learn how 

light is reflected from surfaces and how the 

sun can be dangerous to look at, exploring 

ways in which they can protect their eyes. 

Children will be investigating patterns of 

shadows and how they’re formed when the 

light source is blocked by an opaque object. 

When studying the topic of Electricity, 

children will identify common appliances 

that run on electricity. They will construct a 

simple circuit, identifying the basic 

components. They will also recognise that a 

switch opens and closes a circuit and know 

whether this will complete the circuit or 

not.

Humanities 
In history this term, children will be 
exploring how the Ancient Egyptian 

Civilisation grew from a small settlement to 
become world famous. They will be learning 
the skills that Howard Carter used to be able 

to improve their own archaeological 
knowledge as well as investigating some of 
the artefacts. The children will learn about 

why the River Nile was known as the ’Gift of 
the Nile’ and how the people of Egypt 

worked together to build such a successful 
community. Along the way, we will be 

discovering the Pharaohs and mythology 
that surrounds this mystical topic and what 

was so amazing about the pyramids.



RE 
This investigation enables the children to 

think about the guidance that people follow 
to help themselves live their lives. We will 

begin by looking into the ‘Golden Rule’ and 
how this is seen in Christianity and Judaism. 

Then we will then compare how different 
religions decide what is ‘right’ before moving 

on to look at temptation and how this 
relates to them. 

PSHCE – Families
Children will be learning the importance of 

families and how to care for each 

other. They will be learning; how to resolve 

relationship problems; effective listening 

skills and also about non-verbal 

communication. They will also explore how 

to care for each other and building 

successful and respectful relationships.

Art and DT
In DT, children will be given the opportunity to 

develop their understanding of our Topic by 

looking at how the Egyptians make and use a 

Shaduf. The children will take part in Forest 

School and classroom based lessons for this. 

Following a DT process the children will look at 

the reasons why they used them, the 

effectiveness and how to make one now.

In Art, children will be appraising the artwork of 

Augutus Lamplough. He began to create his 

work during the early 1900’s when interest in 

Ancient Egypt and tomb discovery was at its 

height. The children will be looking at making 

initial sketches by studying the artist and then re 

creating work in the style of Lamplough.

Music
Music lessons, provided by the Wakefield 

Music Service, will continue to alternate 

between the Year 3 classes to ensure all 

children have the opportunity to learn how 

to play the Ukulele. Children will also be 

appraising a composer’s work before 

learning to compose their own piece using 

similar musical techniques to create Music 

linked to Junk Music. Children will be using 

junk Percussion alongside everyday objects 

to perform their piece of music which will be 

linked with recycling.

PE – Athletics and Rounders

In athletics, children will be practicing and 

developing their skills in sprinting, shot put, 

long jump, relay and javelin ready to apply 

these to the sports day held in Summer, 

term 2. In rounders, children will learn how 

to throw and catch with increasing accuracy, 

stop the ball with control, learn how to stand 

correctly and hold the bat with the correct 

grip. Children will also be learning the rules, 

applying them to game situations.

ICT
Over the term, there will be a focus on E-

Safety, in relation to health, well-being and 

lifestyle thinking about how spending too 

much time using technology can sometimes 

have a negative impact. In computing, the 

children will be learning how to develop an 

understanding of differing apps to create an 

Egyptian animation. During this process, 

they will be following the process of 

planning, creating and editing to produce 

their final outcome of a stop motion film.

Recommended Reading/Learning Links
Antony and Cleopatra – Andrew Matthews

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BmOl-GaAlGw

The Egyptian Cinderella – Shirley Climo & Ruth Heller

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rxCH4mO09RA

Secrets of a Sun King – Emma Carroll

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X0z9-Y1beDY

BBC Bitesize

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zg87xnb

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BmOl-GaAlGw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rxCH4mO09RA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X0z9-Y1beDY
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zg87xnb

