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        Wednesday, April 27th  

Additional SATs information for parents 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

 Thank you for the support and help you have given your children and us during the 

lead up to SATs, this letter provides you with more information about SATs week and will 

answer some of the questions that you may have: 

How is the week organised? 

SATs week starts on Monday, May 9th and runs throughout the week. The children will have 

completed their tests by Thursday and will celebrate this on Friday! 

Monday: Children will take their Spelling, Punctuation And Grammar test, starting at 9:45am 

Tuesday: Children will take their Reading test, starting at 9:30am 

Wednesday: Children will take their Mental Arithmetic test and the first of their Maths 

Reasoning papers, starting at 9:45am. 

Thursday: Children will take their final maths paper, starting at 9:45am. 

Starting each day of the week 

 We invite all children to attend school from 8:30am from Monday to Thursday during 

test week so that we can start the day positively with a special breakfast – celebrating all the 

hard work that they have done leading up to the tests. We remind them all that all we can 

ask for is that they try their best and they should not feel anxious as they have all worked 

very hard to get to where they are. 

 We will open the school gates for Year 6 only at 8:30am so that they can make their 

way into school and into the dining room. 

During the tests 

 The children will work in exam conditions and are not allowed to talk to each other 

whilst the tests are taking place. Some children qualify for additional time for some of their 

tests due to particular learning needs that they may have, some qualify for a reader to help 

them read parts of the tests and some qualify for rest breaks when needed so that they can 

maintain their best concentration. This is carefully timetabled to give all children the best 

opportunity and most effective environment to help with concentration during the time of 

the tests. 

 Tests take place in classrooms, or for some children in a quieter area of school and 

familiar adults support the children during this time, answering any questions or giving help 

within the guidelines of what we are allowed to say and do. We may also be visited by 

external moderators to check that we are sticking to the rules that schools must apply and 

our Governors are also timetabled to invigilate, in order to verify that we carried out the 

tests fairly. 

 



 

 

How can I help prepare my child during the week? 

 Firstly, reassure them that they have worked very hard and the tests are an 

opportunity to celebrate this. As long as they have tried their best, we will all be proud of 

them! 

 Make sure that they get a good night’s sleep with a relaxing bedtime routine to help 

with this. If they have been really anxious, or you are concerned about their mental health, 

please contact us and we will do what we can to help them feel happy and confident. 

 Continuing to practice -using the booklets provided – so that they feel ready. 

 

What if I am running late on the day of a test or my child is ill? 

 It is important that your child is here for 8:30am to help prepare them effectively and 

ensure that they are calm and confident before the tests start but we do realise that 

sometimes circumstances happen that are out of your control. 

 If you are going to be late, or your child is too ill to take the tests, message your class 

teacher as soon as you can and we will put arrangements in place to help with this. There are 

several ways that we organise this: 

- They may be able to come in for the morning, up to and during the test and go home 

straight after, if they were able to manage this 

- We can arrange a timetable variation to a different time in the day, or the next day, 

in really extreme circumstances. If we do this, it is important that they are kept away 

from social media and communication with their friends until they have taken the re-

arranged test so that they cannot be accused of finding out extra information from 

their friends 

- We can change the way that the test is administered – considering a different room, 

extra rest breaks, or extra support depending on the circumstances of the problem 

 

After the tests 

 We will continue to prepare the children for High School with regular maths and 

English lessons and will be continuing to focus on developing the children’s writing skills, as 

the teachers will assess the children and submit their writing assessment grade in June. 

 

 School will receive the children’s results on July 5th. They will be processed and 

analysed and the children will find out about their results on July 6th. They will also bring this 

information home to share with you on this date. Their writing assessment grade will also be 

provided in their report – alongside their test results. 

 

 We are very proud of what the children have achieved, particularly with the 

disruption that they have experienced due to the pandemic and we have no doubt that they 

will achieve results that will make them feel proud of their achievements. Thank you for 

supporting us with this. If you have any further queries, please contact your class teacher, 

who will be able to help. 

 

    Many Thanks, 

     The Year 6 Team  


