
Key Frequently Asked Questions September 2021: 

Curriculum in 
school 

What will the curriculum look like in September? Will the children be taught the full range of lessons? What could be different? 

 • School will continue to offer a full, broad and balanced curriculum and will adapt our procedures to take into account the government guidelines. There 
will also be a strong focus on assessing gaps in knowledge, as there always is in September, to ensure we give all pupils the best possible chance of 
success over the year. 

• Pupils will take part in regular physical activity as it is such a fantastic way of improving wellbeing and health. 

• Assemblies will resume, in smaller groups 

• Where children are working with regular in-school visitors, this will continue – in well ventilated areas. The children will continue to have access to 
French, music composition, gymnastics, dance, ukulele, drama and Forest School sessions 

• The staff who deliver these sessions will follow the same guidelines and rules as our teachers 

Online curriculum What will happen for children who can’t return or if we had to return to a local lockdown? 

 • Please contact us if you feel that your child is in this position. We will then explain our online offer, which is adaptable based on the 
particular circumstances for each child 

• If we were to go into ‘local lockdown’ and schools were closed at this time, school would resume use of zoom lessons, publicise Oak 
Academy which is still available to use and provide Ninjas, spellings and reading practice as we did from March 

Social distancing/ 
organisation 

How are you going to make sure everyone is social distancing when there will be a lot of pupils in the classes?  
What will the cleaning arrangements in school be?  
How can you ensure that children are aware enough that they can social distance, and have the discipline to uphold that rule? 
What PPE will be available? What are school expectations about PPE? 

 Classroom organisation: 
• We will continue to maintain social distancing in classrooms and children will be expected to clean their hands regularly.  

• We will also return to working in groups in the classroom across a table. Sanitiser is also freely available in all classrooms to allow children to wash 
their hands regularly and for staff to wash any resources that need to be shared. 

• There will continue to be regular reminders about social distancing and good respiratory hygiene (catch it, bin it, kill it) to make sure that hygiene and 
cleanliness remain at a high standard all day 

Cleaning arrangements: 
• All staff and pupils will have a role to play in keeping all areas of school clean, as it will need our community to work together to be successful 

• We have also re-arranged our cleaning hours so that particular areas such as toilets and communal areas, can be cleaned more regularly 

Social distancing 
• The need to social distance will be explained to all children and the reason why this is important. This will be repeated regularly. 

• This will become part of our behaviour policy temporarily. Where a child is deliberately choosing not to social distance, their parents will be invited into 
school to discuss this with them and normal consequences will apply 

• If a child is struggling to understand, we will work with them to help them with this and plan ways that help them adapt to the routines that we need to 
have 

PPE 
• We will not encourage the wearing of PPE for children as wearing it effectively all day is difficult 

• If there are particular children/parents who want to discuss their needs with us regarding PPE, we are willing to listen and come to a plan that works for 
all 



• Staff will be provided with PPE if they want to wear it, to ensure that they feel safe and confident to teach effectively 
Organisation of 
classes at playtime 
and dinner time 

Will my child be able to socialise with others from their year group? 
What will dinner time arrangements be? 
Do children need to bring a disposable lunch bag?  

 • The playground will be zoned by activity so that children can play with a range of friends  

• Children will eat with their class in the dinner hall, whilst all other classes are either still working, or outside playing, to reduce 
overcrowding and the need for queuing 

• Children can bring their normal, re-usable lunch box. It will be cleaned as they enter the classroom and then stored safely before and after 
dinner 

Transition My child didn’t get as much time to transition into their new class as they usually would, how will you help with this in September? 

 • Teachers will spend a lot of time initially getting to know their new class, as they normally would 

• There will be an emphasis on the right attitudes for learning and celebrating having a growth mindset and staff will also focus on managing 
mental health and discussing what helps us feel physically and mentally healthy to help pupils with building resilience and confidence 

• Alongside this, they will be assessing gaps in important knowledge to ensure that they teach the most important things first for your 
children to build on the knowledge they already have 

Around the 
curriculum: 
(Clubs, wrap 
around care) 

Will Breakfast Club and Wrap Around Club run? What will this look like? 
When will we be able to order wrap around/breakfast club sessions? 
Will clubs run and how will this be organised? 

 • Breakfast and Wrap Around club will resume as normal to help working parents 

• Breakfast Club will again be open from 8am but children should now come to reception to enter – as our Leake Street entrance is now part of a new 
classroom 

• Wrap Around Club will continue to run on Mondays, Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays from the end of school until 17:30. This can be booked using 
Parent Pay 

• Parent Pay will be up and running for everyone to do this from Tuesday, September 7th   
Cases of infection Would temps of pupils be taken before entering school? 

How soon would we be notified if someone in school tested positive? 

 • We will continue to monitor symptoms that could be linked to coronavirus really carefully and will send children home if they have any of the 
identified systems. We expect parent cooperation with this, to keep everyone safe.  

• If your child has one of these symptoms as the day starts, we would expect you to keep them at home: 

• a high temperature – this means you feel hot to touch on your chest or back (you do not need to measure your temperature) 

• a new, continuous cough – this means coughing a lot for more than an hour, or 3 or more coughing episodes in 24 hours (if you 
usually have a cough, it may be worse than usual) 

• a loss or change to your sense of smell or taste – this means you've noticed you cannot smell or taste anything, or things smell or 
taste different to normal 

• School have a tracker that is kept up to date so we are able to monitor any pupils, or families, with symptoms. 
• We will not be testing temperature when children enter school, as a high temperature is no always a symptom for children but staff will look out for all 

three signs of infection together and will send your child home if they feel they have these 



• We would then expect parents to take their child for a test – as if it is positive, we would need to inform others and monitor this carefully 

Wellbeing What happens when a child needs first aid or emotional comfort? 
Would it be any different for a child with asthma? Would there be quiet time for relaxation? 

 • We will continue to monitor and support pupils to feel happy, safe and healthy at school.  
• Staff will be doing extra ‘check-ins’ in their classroom to monitor wellbeing and we already have a strong and skilled range of staff who will support pupils 

with this.  
• If we are really concerned, we will get in touch with you, or if you are concerned about your child, please contact us. 
• Staff will continue to care for your children as they normally would and will offer comfort in a number of ways if it is needed 

Uniform Will my child need to wear a full uniform? Does it need to be cleaned more regularly? 

 • We will expect children to return to wearing full uniform, as they normally would. 
• We would recommend that it is cleaned more regularly and that children take their uniform off when they get home at the end of the day, 

to reduce risk of infection being spread between home and school. 
• On PE or Forest School day, children can come in their kit – and just bring an extra pair of shoes with them that can get dirty. Please bring 

them in a plastic bag so that they can easily be carried and the dirt can be contained after their lesson We recommend wellies, or old 
trainers for Forest School and trainers for outdoor PE 

Attendance What if our family holiday results in us having to isolate for a length of time? Will we be fined? 
What if I am concerned about family members who are still shielding? What can you do to help reassure us? 

 • We will continue to review absence as individual cases and will contact parents to discuss this 
• You should follow the normal channels of filling in an exceptional circumstances form if absence is due to a holiday 
• We will look into when the holiday was booked and whether it was unavoidable that you as a family had to go when considering our next 

steps 
• If you are concerned about family members who are still shielding, please contact school and we can discuss this. We can add individual 

measures that will help others be mindful of your family circumstances 

 
 
 


