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Year 6 – Religious Education 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

This term in RE, the children will be working towards answering the big question: ‘What do 

religions say to us when life gets hard?’ 

This unit will allow pupils to learn in-depth from different religions (although we will focus mainly 

on Christianity) about teaching about hard times, focusing on exploring death. 

We are aware that this can be a difficult subject to talk about but unfortunately, as this is a 

natural part of life, we feel that it is important that the children learn about the different ways in 

which life is celebrated once it ends. We also feel it is important that children look at ways in 

which to manage grief and understand that feelings of this nature are natural.  

The unit will be heavily taught through the use of literature - a book called ‘Heaven’ by Nicholas 

Allen and a poem of the same name by Steve Turner. Online copies of these are available on 

the school website or alternatively, can be sent to you via Bloomz if you request this from your 

child’s class teacher. 

The unit will follow this overview: 

Lesson 1 – Reading of Heaven by Nicholas Allen. Children will write letters to the main 

character Lily about what they think happens when someone dies. This will be completely open 

to their own interpretation.  

Lesson 2 – Focus on Hinduism and their belief of reincarnation. 

Lesson 3 – Reading of the poem, ‘Heaven’ by Steve Turner. Overview of Christian funerals. 

Why are eulogies important? How might they help mourners? Children to write a eulogy in 

groups about a significant figure who has passed.  

Lesson 4 – Conclusion of unit – children will discuss their individual views on what they think 

happens after death and will be made aware that they are entitled to their own views and ideas. 

Answer the big question, ‘What do religions say to us when life gets hard?’ 

RE is a statutory part of the children's schooling and helps children learn how to approach big 

questions that are a part of life with deep thought and consideration. Death is a sensitive subject 

though and if you feel that you would like us to adapt the lessons for your child as a result of 

recent loss, or another reason, please contact us and we will do what we can to help and listen 

to what your child may need 

Thank you in advance for your support. 

The Year 6 Team 

 


