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Castleford Park Junior Academy 

        Friday, September 25th  
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
 As a result of the positive case that has been identified in our school this week, we 
have had several parent questions about our procedures and how we are managing school 
to minimise risk to pupils and our community. It is important that you feel reassured that 
we are doing everything that we can to keep our community safe so below, are some of the 
key ways that we are doing this. Please also look at our risk assessment on our website, 
which is updated and shared with our Trustees each week, to ensure that we are constantly 
evaluating risk and modifying what we do. 
 
If a child is noticed who has symptoms of COVID-19 
 Our parent code of expectation (available to view on our website) asks that parents 
keep their children at home if they are displaying any worrying signs of infection – 
particularly checking for a high temperature. 
 
 As we all know, children can develop symptoms at any time in the day though, so 
staff are also looking for this in their classrooms. We are particularly looking for the three 
key signs of COVID-19 which are: 
 

• A persistent cough (continues despite a drink of water and over time – it will be 
monitored for a reasonable amount of time before parents are called) 

• A high temperature 

• A loss of taste/smell 
 

A further possible symptom in children is an upset stomach so if a child is being sick or 
experiencing diarrhoea, parents will be called- as normal. If they have a high temperature 
as well, we will be advising that a COVID-19 test is necessary. If they do not have a COVID 
symptom as well as an upset stomach, we will follow the normal 48 hour rule of absence to 
allow the child to get the bug out of their system before returning. 
 
What happens once a positive test is received? 
 If a parent, pupil, or staff member has a positive COVID-19 test, we ask that we are 
contacted straight away so that we can work to communicate with the relevant people 
whom they have had contact with.  
 
 Public Health England ask us to work out who has had direct contact of within one 
metre of the diagnosed person and who has worked within two metres of them for more 
than 15 minutes. When we have worked this out, any parents whose children have been in 
this category will be contacted and the children will be asked to self-isolate for 14 days 
from their last contact with this person. We are also obliged to let the whole school know 
so that everyone in our community can be extra vigilant. If we do not contact you directly, 
it is because your child has not been in direct contact with the diagnosed person.  
 
What are our key measures to minimise the spread of infection? 

• Children are washing their hands regularly, as they enter and exit different areas of 
school so that hand hygiene remains good 

• They are also being encouraged to cough into their elbow and throw used tissues 
straight away into a lidded bin 

• Staff and pupils help with a cleaning routine in their classrooms throughout the day  



 

 

• We have adjusted the shift patterns of our cleaners so that there is a member of 
staff on duty throughout the day to keep standards of cleanliness very high 

• Children are reminded to social distance when moving around school and in their 
classroom and are also reminded to limit movement as much as possible 

• At dinner time, children have been allocated a year group time and their classes go 
in, one at a time and sit together, to eat their dinner. This also leaves space for 
additional cleaning of the dining hall. If they are wanting to eat with friends other 
than their classmates, they are advised to sit one space apart from each other 

• Outside at playtime and dinnertime, the children are zoned into year groups. As 
you will be aware from Government guidance, outdoor activity is deemed much 
safer due to the fact the virus travels through the air. Although the children are 
together in larger groups on the playground, they are unlikely to be in direct 
contact (within two metres) for more than 15 minutes and are only likely to have 
face to face contact with a few children that they are playing with. Staff are also 
supervising them to ask the children to reduce contact and remain apart as much as 
they can. We have also staggered dinnertime and playtime, so that there are less 
groups of children outside at the same time to enable them to spread out even 
further 

• External teachers are also teaching in large, well-ventilated spaces, like the hall, so 
that direct contact can be reduced. They have read our risk assessments and been 
advised that they must follow our procedures but also follow their own strict 
guidance issued by the appropriate body 

 
Collecting children at the end of the day: 
 The staggered collection times are helping us maintain social distancing more 
effectively and we thank parents who are following our guidelines. We would like to ask 
that you leave the red bandstand area for childminders to use to collect children from. It 
gives them a central point where they can see the different entrances and exits and allows 
for less confusion amongst the children when trying to find their collecting adult.  
 
Keeping our community safe: 
 As stricter guidelines are developed around the country as the result of a growing 
‘R rate’, we would also like to do our part by asking all adults visiting our site – including our 
playground – to wear a mask if they are able from Monday. We hope that this will continue 
to help reduce adult to adult transmission. 
 

I have added a helpful poster to the bottom of this letter, which is Union guidance that 
explains to staff in simple terms what they must continue to do: 
 
 Thank you for your continued patience and understanding. 
 
    Kind Regards, 
 

                                                             
     Miss Law 



 

 

 


