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Castleford Park Junior Academy 

Thursday, March 4th  
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 

 We are really looking forward to welcoming the children back to school next week. This 
letter will explain key information that will help with a successful return. Some is very similar to 
what was explained in September. 
 The COVID-19 section of the website will continue to be updated both with new 
information and with frequently asked questions as they are asked by parents. It can be accessed 
here: http://www.pjacademy.net/parents/pages/covid.aspx  
 

Entry into school: 
School re-opens for all pupils on Monday, March 8th and we can’t wait to see them! 

We will continue to ask you to follow a one-way system as you come onto the playground and 
to drop your children off quickly and leave, to reduce crowding. We would also ask that whilst 
on school premises you wear a mask if you can, as the staff will be doing. 
 The gates will open for Year 5 and 6 from 8:40 and they must be in school by 8:45 as 
their lessons will start at this point. Year 5 and 6 will continue to finish at 14:50. 
 Year 3 and 4 will be expected to be in school at 8:55 and lessons will start at 9:00. 
School will finish for them between 15:00 and 15:05, as normal. 
 

The children will enter and exit through different doors, which will also help reduce 
overcrowding – please see the diagram below to help you with this. We will also ask parents to 
wait in a designated area to pick up. This diagram is also displayed clearly on the website: 
 

 
 

Uniform and Attendance 
 Normal uniform is expected, although we do recognise that it may be difficult to buy 
uniform whilst shops are still closed. If this is the case, please dress your children in clothes that 
match the uniform as much as possible. We also have spare for families who are struggling to 
arrange this. We will also continue to ask children to attend school in their PE kit, or Forest 
School kit once they are aware which days these lessons will be on, to reduce the need for extra 
changing.  This is also the same if they need to wear a kit for a club they are attending. 
  

Attendance is expected at school and shielding has ended for most children. We will be 
contacting families whose children are absent on Monday to discuss this further. 
 
Safeguarding: We will remind children that if they do not see an adult that they know when 
they are waiting to be picked up on the playground, they must come back to us and we will wait 
in reception with them for their parents. A greater amount of staff will remain on duty at the 
end of the day to ensure this is reinforced. Please also discuss this with your children. 
 

http://www.pjacademy.net/parents/pages/covid.aspx


 

Organisation to minimise the spread of coronavirus 
 Children will work in class bubbles throughout the day, so that they come into contact 
with less people. The playground will also be zoned to help with this and the zones will alternate 
so that the children have opportunities to play with a range of equipment. At dinner time, we 
will continue to stagger lunches. 
 

Bringing Equipment to school: 
Children will be given a new reading book shortly after their return to school but they 

will also be doing a quick diagnostic test in small groups during the first week back to re-assess 
them. Reading books brought back to school will be stored for 72 hours until they are returned 
to the shelves for others to read. 

Children should also bring a water bottle with clean water to keep them hydrated and 
alert. Their planner will also be kept on their desk and cleaned along with desk items as part of 
the daily routine. 

Children who have a packed lunch can continue bringing it in a packed lunch box. It will 
be wiped clean and stored safely until dinner time when your child can collect it. We request 
that children do not bring pencil cases and stationery with them at the moment, all the 
equipment they need will be provided in school. 

We also politely request that you minimise the amount of equipment that is being 
dropped into the office each morning when it has been forgotten. There was a large volume in 
Autumn, which puts our reception staff at risk as they are having to handle lots of equipment 
from different homes and have contact with lots of people. 
 

Breakfast Club and Wrap Around Club 
 We will once again offer Breakfast Club and Wrap Around Club as we normally would. 
This can be booked on ParentPay. Children will be organised into class bubbles whilst in this 
provision as well. 
 Breakfast Club will run each morning from 8am, with children entering through 
reception.  Wrap Around Club will run from after school until 17:30 again, on Tuesdays, 
Wednesdays and Thursdays.  
 

Progress 
 We know that several parents have already been discussing learning with teachers 
when they have been ringing over lockdown. We have also been planning at length in school 
and have several plans that we will put into place once the children have settled back into 
school. Our first priority is to make sure that children are happy and ready for learning challenge 
again as they return. With this in mind, we have planned for Parents’ Evenings to take place the 
week commencing May 10th. The children will then have been back in school for several weeks 
and meaningful conversations can be had about learning priorities. The meetings are most likely 
to be virtual and we will give you more information about this after the Easter holidays. You also 
know that there are several ways that you can communicate with school and your class teacher 
in the meantime, if you need it. 
 

 School will continue to re-evaluate our approach in the best interests of the safety of 
our staff, community and pupils and will keep you updated with any changes as quickly as we 
can.  
  
 We thank you for your patience and look forward to seeing you all next week. 
 
    Kind Regards, 

                                                                 Miss Law  


