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                    Friday, November 20th   
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
 We are looking forward to inviting all pupils back to school next Monday and so 
would like to update you on further changes we have put in place in order to make sure 
that we are compliant with National restrictions and updated advice for schools from the 
Government. We are hopeful that after the National lockdown is lifted, we will be able to 
reinstate after school clubs and will let you all know as soon as we are able. 
 
Friday afternoon closure from November 27th  – to continue until Christmas 
 Staffing continues to fluctuate as a result of track and trace legalities so in order to 
keep as many classes as stable as possible, to keep school safe at all times and to facilitate 
statutory planning and preparation time for teachers, we are going to close school on a 
Friday afternoon. This enables us to flexibly use all staff throughout the rest of the week to 
keep all classes open who haven’t been asked to self-isolate. We will also provide a packed 
lunch for all pupils who are eligible for Free School Meals to take home with them on this 
day. 
 Year 5 and 6 pupils need to be collected at 12:00 from their usual exits 
 Year 3 and 4 pupils need to be collected at 12:15 from their usual exits 
This mirrors our arrangements for the end of the day, to enable social distancing. 
 
 We have also listened to parents who are struggling to continue working in the 
difficult situation we are in at the moment and will try and provide childcare for those pupils 
who cannot be picked up on Friday until the normal end of the school day. We can only do 
this for parents who are key workers or who have no other options for childcare as if 
numbers are too big, we do not have the staff to run it. We ask parents to remain as 
supportive as you have been and help us by collecting your child at lunchtime on Friday if you 
are able, to enable us to continue to run effectively and help the parts of our community that 
really need it. If you would genuinely struggle to collect your child at lunchtime on Friday, 
please complete the questionnaire attached: 
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=p-FY8JJLzE-
ZaDyVbGTIYHmdHx3GNr5MqYsBPSjbA-BUM05NMzhFVUVNTjRLUjhZR1g1RDZUQjZMOC4u  
 

We will contact you to verify your situation and will give you further information that 
you need. If numbers are low enough, we will be able to run the childcare provision. If they 
are too high, we will not be able to provide this service as we have limited staff available. 
We will confirm whether we are able to run this provision by Tuesday next week so that we 
have time to ensure we are safely staffed or parents have time to organise childcare if it is 
unable to run. 

 
If you have not responded to our questionnaire by Monday evening, we will expect 

that you will collect your child at the times stated above. 
 
Further staggered dinnertime and playtimes 
 In order to try and reduce the possibility of cross-contamination even further and in 
line with more stringent Public Health guidance, we have now staggered break and lunch in 
a different way so that pupils do not play in year group bubbles at all, stay within their 
classes and have further reduced opportunity of crossing paths. Some pupils are finding it 
difficult having their social groups restricted but be assured that as soon as we are able, we 
will return to our earlier procedures. 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=p-FY8JJLzE-ZaDyVbGTIYHmdHx3GNr5MqYsBPSjbA-BUM05NMzhFVUVNTjRLUjhZR1g1RDZUQjZMOC4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=p-FY8JJLzE-ZaDyVbGTIYHmdHx3GNr5MqYsBPSjbA-BUM05NMzhFVUVNTjRLUjhZR1g1RDZUQjZMOC4u


 

Online learning 
 We have been allocated additional chrome books to issue to pupils who are self-
isolating and do not have a suitable device to work on. These are distributed on loan and 
returned when pupils come back to class, helping them continue their learning with their 
teacher. All our teachers who have had classes self-isolating have also been able to teach 
online each morning, using zoom, to ensure that our pupils still receive the high quality 
teaching that they are used to. This has been really successful so far and has helped keep 
pupil confidence and resilience high when returning. 
 
Free School Meal vouchers 
 We are also choosing to re-issue vouchers for parents whose children are eligible 
for free school meals, as we did during the first National lockdown, if their class is self-
isolating for the full 14 days. These will be emailed out as they were initially, so please 
ensure we have an up to date email address for you on file in reception. 
 
Attendance update: 
I’d like to introduce myself. My name is Barbara Hughes and I am the Trust Education 
Welfare officer at your child’s school. It is my job to work with school and yourselves to 
support on matters relating to school attendance. Cases of irregular attendance are 
routinely followed up and action taken where appropriate or necessary. 

Since pupils returned to school in September 2020 attendance has once again been mandatory, 
meaning that children should attend every day. Parents have a legal responsibility under the 
Education Act 1996 to ensure this takes place. Schools accept that sometimes absence is 
unavoidable, especially in these unprecedented times, however there can be no doubt that 
children learn best when they are in school. 

Staff at CPJA are working extremely hard to ensure school is a safe place for your children to 
learn. It is vital that your children access school, not only for their academic learning but also 
for the development of social skills, friendship groups, and to prepare them for the next stage 
of their education. Gaps in their attendance will be reflected in their learning so it is important 
that, as parents, you ensure your children attend every day. 

Thank you and stay safe, Barbara Hughes, Trust EWO 

 I would like to end with a thank you to all parents who are trusting us to keep your 
child safe during these times and who are responding to the new rules that we have put in 
place. We are really grateful to you all for keeping in close communication with us and 
helping us work as a community team to stay safe. It is really appreciated by all staff and 
governors. 
 
    Kind Regards, 
 

                                                    
     Miss Law 


