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Tuesday, January 19th  
Parent Update 

Dear Parents and Carers,  
 
 Please see a few reminders and updates both for parents at home and at school: 
For Parents at Home 
 Firstly, thank you for helping keep our community safe by having your children at 
home where you can. We know that helping your child with their online learning can be 
stressful and is very different to what you would normally be doing but any time that you 
spend with them is valuable, in whatever form it takes and your children will look back and 
love this extra time they have been able to spend with you, or your family!   
   

If following the online learning lessons all morning isn’t working for your child, you 
do not have to do this – the lessons are recorded and uploaded to Google Classroom so 
that you can spread them out over the day, break them into smaller chunks, or come back 
to them when you have the time. 

 
 We have also provided printed packs, which are still available from reception if you 
would like one, if you are struggling to use the technology available. 
 
 The BBC and Oak Academy are providing lessons that you can log into here: 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/group/p093cv85, https://www.thenational.academy/ to 
help make learning as accessible as possible and we are also posting links on Bloomz and in 
Google Classroom to help keep learning fun and interesting. We have added some 
questions that a lot of parent are asking and hopefully some useful answers on the last few 
pages of our letter. If you save this letter electronically, you can keep coming back to the 
links to help you. 
 
Chrome books and additional data 
 We still also have chrome books available for pupils to lease and additional data 
sims to help with extra internet access to ensure that your child has the technology to help 
them continue with their learning whilst they are at home. If you would like to find out 
more about this, please contact the office or discuss this with the adult who rings you this 
week and we will show you how to take advantage of this offer. 
 
Welfare calls 
 We have listened to parents who we spoke to after the first lockdown we 
experienced and are ringing all children who are not in school weekly – and sometimes 
more – so that we can help if needed. Please take this opportunity to talk to your class 
teacher or teaching assistant about how you are finding online learning. They are happy to 
talk you through the support that they would normally give your child in school and offer 
advice and guidance where they can. If we are not able to contact you, we will continue to 
ring – and will need to conduct in person welfare checks with anyone who is not returning 
our calls. We take our duty to keep all children safe and help all families as much as we can, 
very seriously. 
 
Parents whose children are in school 
 In order to manage the amount of children that we have in school during this time 
and to manage staffing effectively, we are returning to normal school opening and closing 
times for all year groups from Wednesday January 20th . This means that the school gate 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/group/p093cv85
https://www.thenational.academy/


 

will open at 8:45am and children should be in registration between 8:50am and 9:00am to 
get their registration mark. Learning will start at 9:00am. School will finish for all at 15:05. 
 
Free School Meals Vouchers and additional food available 
 We have returned to a voucher scheme for all pupils who are entitled to a free 
school meal and are currently learning at home. A £15 voucher will be emailed out to you 
each week so please ensure that we have the correct email address for you. If you feel that 
you may qualify for ‘Free School Meals’ please contact the school office or complete the 
application form that will be put on to Bloomz this week and this can be quickly organised to 
help you at this time. 
 
 We also have a food bank set up in school for all parents who may need additional 
food at the moment due to the fact the pandemic has changed their circumstances. If any 
parents would like to access this, or would like to donate food, please contact the school 
office and ask for Donna – our Inclusion Manager - and she will book you an appointment. 
 
 We are also still receiving our ‘Magic Breakfast’ bagels and boxes of cereal that are 
normally provided to every child free when they come into school on a morning. We will be 
leaving extra at reception for parents to take home so that as many children as possible get 
the free breakfast they are entitled to. 
 
 I want to leave you with the thought that everyone in our community is trying their 
best to keep all as safe as possible – and we should be proud of everything that we are 
overcome at this time. We are all managing situations that we wouldn’t normally have to 
and are having to be resilient and brave when we might feel otherwise inside. Please reflect 
on this and be proud of what you are achieving with your child and how you are helping 
others, it is appreciated more than you know by the whole community and your children. 
School do not expect you to teach your children as we would at school - at home, they will 
benefit from time spent with you just as much as the learning they would normally access 
in school. If we continue to work as a team, we can try and do what is best for your children 
together - until we are able to return to normal – which I am sure everyone is looking 
forward to! 
 
 Please remember that we are here for as much support and guidance as you need 
but it is also important that we keep numbers of people who are mixing at the lowest 
possible rate – otherwise we would welcome all your children back into school as quickly as 
we could. If we follow this guidance, we hope that the restrictions in place will only 
continue for the shortest possible time. 
 
    Kind Regards, 
 

                                                                     
     Miss Law and the whole staff team 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Helping your child with home learning: 
 

Please know that you are not alone in finding home learning challenging at times. We are 
talking to lots of parents and giving them advice and guidance as you have all been placed 

in new situations that you haven’t had an opportunity to prepare for. Here are some 
answers to the most common problems: 

 
My child is struggling to concentrate for the whole morning  

and is finding the online lessons move too fast: 

• Make use of the recorded lessons (uploaded to Google Classroom each day) on an 

afternoon and pause them, breaking them into smaller bits – you do not have to 

watch and complete all the lessons 

• Break the morning up into small chunks, planning a timetable with your child and 

planning in breaks where they get to do something that they like to do -this will help 

them remain motivated in between – it does not matter if they do not join in every 

live lesson every day 

• Focus on some guided reading and English on some days, and maths on other days if 

needed and do practical and fun things together in between -like completing Joe 

Wicks workouts, baking, going out for a walk, using BBC lockdown learning or Oak 

Academy to learn about new and interesting things that are not English and maths 

related. Enjoy the time that you have together- everything you do will help your 

children learn something; it doesn’t have to be online in front of their teacher! 

• For some children, the learning that happens at the beginning of the week is repeated 

to help build their confidence – start on day one and break it into small chunks 

throughout the week – go at the pace your child needs – it doesn’t matter if you do 

not use all the materials that your teacher is providing 

My child is struggling to remain confident when things get difficult 

• Praise them and show them how impressed you are – even with the things that you 

think are small achievements – the more confident they become, the more willing 

they will be to try and overcome the learning challenges they meet 

• Remind them of their achievements from the day before and work alongside them to 

help them so that they can see what you would do 

• Remind them of the learning pit which we discuss in school (see below) if you are 

learning, there will always be a bit of a struggle before you achieve it, otherwise it is 

too easy for you! 

 



 

My child is having too much screen time with online lessons all morning and their 

computer time: 

• Schools have been asked to provide up to four hours of remote learning per day. 

This does not mean that you have to complete it all, we learn in many different ways 

and through doing many different activities that are equally as valuable. Helping you 

with the housework, the dinner, in the garden, teaches valuable life skills 

• Finding time to read with your child, help them work out difficult language and 

asking their opinion about what they have read is one of the most important things 

you can do with them – getting them to talk, share their ideas and be confident in 

their opinions is very important and could easily replace one of your online lessons 

• Do lots of practical things in between screen time that you can enjoy: board games, 

walks, exercise, baking, art, building things… 

• Basic skills are also key: learning to tie shoelaces, practicing telling the time, 

measuring things…some of the things we normally struggle to find time to do in our 

busy lives! 

My child is struggling to work independently and I can’t sit with them all morning due 

to my other commitments: 

• Break the day into smaller chunks and give them time, in between their working 

times, where they can do what they enjoy and give themselves a ‘brain break’. Plan 

out what this will look like and let them enjoy it whilst you continue with the other 

things that need doing 

• When your child is online, encourage them to ask questions as they normally would 

in school – this will help clarify what they need to do and leave them free to work 

independently – they could also use the ‘chat’ function on Zoom to ask a question if 

they do not want to speak out loud 

• Plan the day around what you need to get done -even time on Times Tables 

Rockstars, reading and doing Spelling Shed is enough on some days and gives you 

the time you need as well. 

• You do not have to follow the school timetable. Adapt your day so that it fits best for 

you and your child. Please do not try and achieve four hours every day if it is not 

manageable. Your child is lucky that you are there to help them and they will value 

whatever time you have to spend with them 

• In school we talk about using ‘stuck strategies’ and children can also use these at 

home. If they find something difficult: 

- Leave it and come back to it later, you might see it differently… 

- Miss out question that is proving hard and come back to it when there is someone to 

discuss it with you… 

- Message a friend and ask them how they did it – ask them to show you 

- Re-read the problem and try again in a different way 

I am not sure what are the best strategies to use to help my child with some of the work 

that they have been set: 

• Watch the live lessons that the teachers are preparing and delivering, they model 

everything that the children should need to practice 

• If you miss the live lesson, they are being recorded and kept on Google Classroom 

so that you can watch them, pause them and re-watch them  

• There is help for lots of different areas of maths and our calculation policy on the 

maths page of our website, which will help you: 

http://www.pjacademy.net/parents/pages/mathshelp.aspx  

• White Rose Maths Hub https://whiterosemaths.com/parent-workbooks/ are also 

providing free parent workbooks for use with your child, split into the different year 

groups they are in – this can provide extra practise instead of moving onto 

something that they are finding too hard 

• There are ‘home learning’ videos for all the steps that you can watch together to help 

you master the work that you are set – we also use these in school sometimes to help 

http://www.pjacademy.net/parents/pages/mathshelp.aspx
https://whiterosemaths.com/parent-workbooks/


 

the children: https://whiterosemaths.com/homelearning/  

• The terminology that is used in our English lessons and in our success criteria is in 

your child’s planner  -at the back – along with other helpful vocabulary and basic 

facts that they can use to help them 

There is a lot of work to upload and I am struggling to use the technology 

available: 

• We have tried to upload helpful guides to Bloomz to help with using the new 

technology that we are all getting used to – please ask your teacher to provide you 

with these again if they would be useful 

• There is also a simple guide to using google classroom and a weblink to youtube 

videos that will also help you, on each year group page of our website – at the 

bottom of the page when you scroll down 

• Instead of uploading everything, choose the piece of work that you are most proud 

of, or that you would most like feedback on each day with your child and upload this 

too Google Classroom – this allows the teacher to focus on the feedback that you 

really need and stops you having to spend a long time uploading work when you 

could be doing something more exciting with your child 

My child doesn’t want to be part of the zoom lessons: 

• As we have outlined above, there are many ways that your child can complete 

learning that do not involve using zoom but also try the following: 

- The children to do not need to have their camera on, they can just listen and watch to 

use this to help them 

- Firstly, try and join in the quiz or catch up with their class at the end of the week to 

see what it is like 

- They do not have to speak, they can use the chat function to ask the teacher a 

question that may help with their learning 

- Teachers will not ask them to explain anything if they are not confident to do this 

Someone in my child’s class is easily completing all the work and my child isn’t 

managing to do this. Will my child fall behind or will they get in trouble? 

• It is important not to compare one learner with another – what some find easy, some 

will find hard and vice versa. It’s even more important to realise that all we want is 

for students to engage, try their best and let us know if they’re stuck or finding 

things too easy.  

• Most of all, our intention is not to get anyone “in trouble” or for any students to “fall 

behind.” When the students return, we will do what we did in September, and look at 

where they are at and put support in place to address any gaps that may have arisen -

school is used to doing this for children who need it and we are already thinking 

about how we can do this – as they are all in the same boat! 

I’m getting stressed and so are my children – How can I get three different children 

with three different lots of work done and work from home?? 

• You can't, stop trying! It just can’t be done 100% of the time. Cut yourself some 

slack – we’re all simply trying our best.  

• Remember, the work that we are setting is work that students should be able to do 

independently. If they can’t, then please contact their class teacher and let them 

know what the issues are. We are very happy to help you and will help provide, 

work, or show you how we break the work down, to help them feel more confident 

 

 
 
  

https://whiterosemaths.com/homelearning/

