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Castleford Park Junior Academy 

Wednesday, December 9th  

Dear Parents and Carers, 

 Thank you so much for your patience and support over this term. Our staff want to wish you a 

relaxing and happy Christmas and New Year and we look forward to welcoming everyone back to 

school in January. This newsletter outlines end of term arrangements and plans moving into the Spring 

term. 

End of Term 

 As you will have seen in the news, the Government announced yesterday that schools have 

permission to close for the end of term on Thursday 17th December. You have already been very 

supportive of school in helping us to manage staff absence due to track and trace by closing at 

lunchtime over the last few Fridays, so we are not going to close on this date. Our school will remain 

open until lunchtime on Friday 18th December however, we will not be open for the children who 

have been using our childcare service on Friday afternoon on this date. They will also need to be 

collected at lunchtime as the other children are. 

12:00 for Year 5 and 6 pupils 

12:15 for Year 3 and 4 pupils 

Track and Trace requirements after school finishes 

 If your child develops symptoms of coronavirus after school finishes and before Christmas 

Day, please let us know, as we will need to continue to make other families aware if they would be 

affected by this and might have to self-isolate. You can do this by messaging Miss Law on Bloomz. 

Please be aware that you may not get an instant response but we will get back to you at an 

appropriate time that we can. 

 If your child, or a member of your household, develops coronavirus symptoms before our 

return to school in January, please ring the school absence line as you normally would and we will 

respond to your messages when staff are back at school from Monday, 4th. 

Start of the new term 

 The children’s first day back at school is Tuesday, January 5th as we have an INSET day on 

Monday. Staff will be training and preparing for the children’s return on Monday. School will re-open 

fully after Christmas, including all day on Friday. Due to fully engaging with the track and trace 

process, we do expect that we may find that there may be a rise in groups of pupils and staff self-

isolating straight after the Christmas break but we will communicate with you as quickly as we can so 

that you are able to plan if your child is going to be affected by this. 

 We will continue to follow our risk assessment procedures closely in January, so that we 

continue to prevent the spread of infection as much as we can and would ask that parents also carry 

on following the procedures that we have put in place. 

Celebrating this term! 

- Our Year 6 children have worked extremely hard, showing positive learning attitudes after an 

extended break from school, which see them well on the way to meeting their end of year 

targets. We are very proud of them! 



 

- Our Year 5 pupils have had an investigative start to the year – using their scientific and 

historical skills to find out more about what life was like for men and women during World 

Wars. They have shown heartfelt empathy for some of the stories of struggle they have learnt 

about and demonstrated their abilities to be thoughtful, considerate communicators. Well 

done Year 5, you should be proud of your achievements. 

- Our Year 4 children have been immersed in the Victorians this half term and have really 

shown their understanding and analysis skills when considering what life was like for a 

Victorian child and how lucky they are to have a more modern and healthy lifestyle now! 

They are focused and determined and show an enthusiasm and love of learning which makes 

them a delight to teach. 

- Our Year 3 children have settled amazingly well into school and we have really enjoyed 

getting to know them. Opportunities for gardening and drama alongside their every day 

lessons have helped them become collaborative, caring and supportive teams in their 

classrooms and we can’t wait to see what they will achieve over the remainder of the year. 

New developments next term… 

 Work is underway on developing a fantastic outdoor, sheltered reading area in our quad -

complete with rocking chairs to relax in. We are excited about the opportunity to use this in the 

Spring! 

 We are awaiting the arrival of further chrome books in school so that our children have even 

more opportunities to use technology as part of their every day learning in lots of different lessons – 

as this will be an important feature of their lives as they move on from school. 

 We are also building a nurture resource and training space in the portacabins on site. The 

nurture resource will provide a safe, welcoming space for some of our pupils to work in to help them 

continue to build their self-esteem and confidence skills further so that they are ready to tackle 

learning challenges with enthusiasm and bravery. 

 The training space will allow us to share some of the good practise that we are becoming well 

known for, supporting other schools to improve the way that they provide for their pupils and ensure 

high quality learning. 

Looking after each other: 

 It is important that we continue to look after each other in our community. Please remember 

that school are here to help you, or offer support to any of our families who may need it. If you are 

worried about a child, or a family who may need help to cope with particular challenges that they 

might be experiencing at the moment, please come in and let us know. 

 Merry Christmas everyone, 

                                                                      

Miss Law 

 


