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Religious Education Policy 2018 

Intent: 

At Castleford Park Junior Academy, we strive to ensure that our children have the opportunities to learn 

about, discuss and understand the differences between their own beliefs and customs, and those of other 

races and cultures. The aim of R.E. is to engage pupils in progressive and systematic enquiry into 

significant human questions which religion and worldviews address.  Through meaningful questioning we 

aim to equip children with the skills to raise and appraise important questions on religious and 

philosophical issues, with respect and sensitivity and develop a tolerance and respect for differing 

opinion.  

Cross curricular and SMSC links  

Religious Education can and should be taught in humanities lessons, as part of SEAL lessons where 

appropriate, and can be included in both Literacy and Guided reading. It should be at the heart of SMSC 

helping develop the ‘whole’ child and helping children consider and think deeply about the wider issues 

of the world. 

Implementation 

At CPJA we teach RE so that our children understand and have a respect for their own and others’ beliefs 

and ways of life. 

We do this by: 

 learning about the key features of the 6 major religions 

 finding out what we have in common with people of faith – by exploring how they are ‘just like 

me’ 

 learning stories from the major religions 

 experiencing festivals to appreciate how others celebrate important events 

 visiting places of worship so that we know that we are welcome 

 talking with people from a wide variety of faiths and non-faiths 

Pupils are introduced to religious education from the very beginning of their time in school.  Religious 

education is taught through regular sessions, class assemblies and whole school assemblies. Pupils also 

attend St. Paul’s church throughout the year to celebrate festivals such as Easter, Harvest and Christmas.  

Our long-term plan for RE is used to plan stimulating and exciting lessons that broaden children’s 

knowledge of religious belief but also encourage them to use enquiry-based and philosophical questions 

to find out more about what they are interested in and feel strongly about. These lessons provide 

opportunities for children to explore their ideas and take part in discussions, developing their literacy, 

speaking and listening skills, ICT skills and linking closely with PSHCE objectives.  

Inclusion. 

There will inevitably be children who raise higher level questions or who wish to know more than others 

and they will be catered for through more detailed discussion and more challenging tasks. Peer coaching 

and support will also help develop the higher order skills of these pupils, developing their deeper 

understanding of the subject. Children with special needs are supported with differentiated tasks and an 

atmosphere that fosters their exploration of the subject at their level. Children with religious needs will 

be planned for as appropriate and staff will plan for and respect any issues, or discussion points, that may 

arise as a result of this. 



Impact measured.... 

Children are assessed against a set of progressive Key Skills which come under three headings: Know and 

Understand; Express and Communicate and Application of Skills. Formative assessments are made 

periodically against these Key Skills. Parents’ evenings are held twice yearly and parents are given the 

opportunity to discuss their child’s progress with the teachers. In addition to this, all children receive an 

annual written report in which progress in Religious Education is reported. 

Appendix 

- RE Long Term Plan 

- Key Skills documents 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Long term plan: 

RE Long Term Plan 2018-2020 

YEAR A Autumn Spring Summer 

LKS2 L2.6: Why do some 

people think life is a 

journey? 

L2.5: Why are festivals 

important to religious 

communities? 

L2.7: What does it 
mean to be a 

Christian in Britain 
today? 

 Explore the religious 
metaphor that life is like a 
journey. 

 
What are the significant 
milestones of life’s journey? 

 
Consider the ceremonies 
which mark milestones in 
life (confirmation, baptism 
and confession)  choose 
two to compare or three for 
GD children. 

 

What meaning do the 
ceremonies have to the 
individual, their family and 
the community? 

 

Look at the symbolism and 
the meaning of marriages in 
two different religions  
also compare to non-
religious ceremonies. 

 
Create a ‘map of life’ for a 
Hindu/Jewish/Christian 
person, showing what these 
religions offer to guide 
people through life’s 
journey. 
 

Reflect on their own ideas 
on community, belonging 
and belief. 

Compare significant events 

they celebrate in their own 

lives – how and why. 

Study key elements of 

festivals – shared values, 

beliefs, hopes and 

commitments. 

Consider the meanings of 
religious festivals  Easter 
(Christianity) and Pesach 
(Judaism). Can God free 
people from slavery? 
(Pesach) 

 

Find similarities and 

differences between the way 

festivals are celebrated  

Easter (Christianity) and 

Pesach (Judaism). 

Describe how believers 

express the meaning of 

religious festivals through 

symbols, story, and rituals. 

What similarities and 
differences are there between 
homes of Christians and non-
Christians? 
 
What similarities and 
differences are there within the 
children in the classroom? 
 
Explore what Christians do to 
show their faith within their 
church community. 
 
Explore what goes on in at least 
two different kinds of churches 
 Anglican and Methodist. 
 
Find out what local churches to 
help the community  food 
banks, homeless, cake sales, 
visiting the sick etc. 
 
Find out about some ways in 
which Christians make a 
difference worldwide  
Mother Teresa, Christian Aid 
and Pope Francis. 
 



P4C Key questions 
 

Why do some people think life 
is a journey? 

 

Does religion or spiritual 
teaching help believers 
move on in life’s journey? 

P4C Key questions 
 

Why are festivals important to 
religious communities? 

 

Is love stronger than death? 
(Easter) 
 

Can the real meaning of a 
festival be persevered, or do 
the shops and shopping 
always take over? 

P4C Key questions 
 

What does it mean to be a 
Christian in Britain today? 

 
Why is it important to help 
others? 

 
Are Christian values still 
relevant in today’s world? 

 
 

UKS2 U2.3 What do religions 
say to us when life gets 

hard? 

U2.2: What would Jesus 

do? Can we live by the 

values of Jesus in the 

twenty-first century? 

U2.7: What matters most 
to Christians and to 

Humanists? 
 

 Use stimulus material to ask 
questions about; life, death, 
suffering and what matters 
most in life. 
 
Explore ways in which 
religions help people to live, 
even when times are tough  
community, sense of purpose 
and prayer. 
 
Speak to some members of 
the community  how has 
religion helped them in a hard 
time of their life? Link to own 
life also. 
 
Introduce the idea that most 
religious traditions speak 
about life after death which 
can bring comfort to people as 
they face suffering, or if they 
are bereaved. Link to other 
religions that think there is no 
life after death. 
 
Compare key concepts 
between Christianity 
(judgement, heaven, salvation 
through Jesus) and Hinduism 
(karma, soul, samsara, 
reincarnation and moksha). 
 
Explore Art work in relation to 
heaven and afterlife  pupils 

How does Jesus’ teaching 

inspire Christians today? 

Consider the extent to which 

Jesus’ values would benefit 

today’s world, within a school 

community, local, national and 

global. 

Examine Luke 4:18-19 and find 

out what Jesus saw as his 

mission. Find examples of 

where he fulfilled this? 

Love, Forgiveness, Justice and 

Fairness and Generosity  see 

planning of bible extracts to 

help teach these aspects. 

Read gospel passages that talk 

about the kingdom of God, 

where people live the way God 

wants people to live (g 

mustard seed, Mark 4: 30-32; 

hidden treasure, Matthew 13: 

44-46; good and bad soil, 

Matthew 13:1-8, 18-23. Write 

a description or draw a picture 

of what it might look like. 

Devise some moral dilemmas 

and ask pupils, What would 

Talk about what kind of 
actions and behaviours pupils 
think of as bad (use examples 
from TV, film, books as well as 
real life). Diamond ranking – 
which are the worst, which 
are ‘less bad’ and why? 
 
Make links about Christians’ 
belief about humans being 
made in the form of God 
(Genesis 1:28)  
 
Talk about how having a ‘code 
for living’ might help people 
to be good.  
 
Look at a Humanist ‘code for 
living’, e.g. Be honest; Use 
your mind; Tell the truth; Do 
to other people what you 
would like them to do to you. 
How would this help people 
to behave? What would a 
Humanist class, school or 
town look like?  

 
Explore the meanings of some 
big moral concepts, e.g. 
fairness, freedom, truth, 
honesty, kindness, peace. 
What do they look like in 
everyday life?  

 
Discuss what matters most, 
e.g. by ranking, sorting and 



to compare and discuss 
religious art and respond 
through their own Art work 
and discussions.  
 
How do ideas of life after 
death help people in difficult 
times? 
 
Read and respond to prayers, 
hymns and meditation  link 
with Remembrance Day 
 
Reflect on their own ideas and 
concerns of death and the 
idea of life beyond. 

Jesus do? Responses should be 

based on their learning in this 

unit. 

 
  
 

 

 

 

ordering a list of ‘valuable 
things’: family / friends / 
Xbox / pets / God / food / 
being safe / being clever / 
being beautiful / being good / 
sport / music / worship / 
love / honesty / human 
beings.  

 
Get pupils to consider why 
they hold the values which 
they do, and how these values 
make a difference to their 
lives. 
 
Notice and think about the 
fact that values can clash, and 
that doing the right thing can 
be difficult. How do pupils 
decide for themselves?  

 P4C Key questions 

 
What do religions say to us 
when life gets hard? 

 
Analyse and evaluate pupil’s 
questions to recognise and 
reflect on how some big 
questions don’t have easy 
answers. 

 

What do I do if God doesn’t 
answer my prayers when life 
is getting me down? 

P4C Key questions 

 
Can we live by the values of 
Jesus in the twenty-first 
century? 

 
Some say Jesus’ demands are 
impossible: is this true, and if 
so, is it even worth aiming for 
them? 

 

P4C Key questions 

 
Why do people do good and 
bad things?  

 

Are we all a mixture of good 
and bad? 
 

Is peace more valuable than 
money?  
 
Is love more important than 
freedom?  
 
Is thinking bad thoughts as 
bad as acting upon them?  
 

YEAR B Autumn Spring Summer 

LKS2 L2.1: What do 

people believe 

about God? 

 

L2.4: Why do people 

pray? 

 

L2.9: What can we 

learn from religions 

about what is right 

and wrong? 

  
Talk about ways in which we 
exercise trust and faith in our 
everyday lives, linking to the 
idea of believing in God.  
 
Explore some of the ways in 
which Christianity expresses 

 
Discover and think about the 
meanings of the words of key 
prayers in three religions – e.g. 
the Muslim First Surah of the 
Qur’an, the Christian Lord’s 
Prayer and the Hindu Gayatri 
Mantra.  

 
Explore teachings which act as 
guides for living within 
Judaism, Christianity, and 
a non‐religious belief system, 
e.g. the Ten Commandments 
(Exodus 20:1–21, 



ideas about God, including 
how Christians think of God 
as Trinity – Father, Son and 
Holy Spirit; how Christian 
create art expressing ideas 
about God, how Christians 
reflect on biblical stories to 
develop ideas about God and 
how religious experiences 
help believers to understand 
God. Examples will include 
Moses and the Burning Bush 
(Exodus 3.1–15), and Paul's 
conversion (Acts 9. 1–19)  

 
Explore some of the ways in 
which Islam expresses ideas 
about Allah / God including 
how Muslims use the 99 
Names of Allah; calligraphy to 
express ideas, stories which 
help Muslims understand the 
nature of God e.g. the story of 
first revelation of the Qur’an 
to Prophet Muhammad 
[PBUH].  
 
Explore some of the ways in 
which Hindus express ideas 
about ultimate reality and the 
gods and goddesses including 
beliefs about the Trimurti – 
Brahma (creator), Vishnu 
(preserver), Shiva (destroyer);  
 
Examine similarities and 
differences between varied 
ideas about God.  
 
Explore the influence 
believing in God has on the 
lives of believers.  
 
Explore the fact that many 
people do not believe in God.  
 

 

 
Learn that Hindus, Muslims 
and Christians pray in many 
different ways, both using set 
forms of words and more 
spontaneously, and the three 
religions believe similar and 
different ideas about how God 
hears prayers.  
 
Consider the idea that some 
people are spiritual but not 
religious and like to pray in 
their own way.  
 
Consider the idea that some 
people are atheists who 
believe it is more use to be 
kind or to help someone than 
to pray for them.  
 
Find out about some symbols 
used in prayers in different 
religions.  
 
Explore connections between 
prayer in three different 
religions.  
 
Discuss and consider the 
impact of praying in some 
stories from inside the 
religions, e.g. stories of 
answered prayer, or of the 
origin of a prayer in ancient 
India, in Jesus’ teaching or in 
the Holy Qur’an.  
 
Make links between beliefs 
and practice of prayer in 
different religions.  
 
Weigh up the value and 
impact of these key ideas for 
themselves.  

 

Deuteronomy 5:1–22), the Two 
Commandments of Jesus (Mark 
12:28–34), the golden rule for 
Humanists.  

 

Use religious stories to explore 
the idea of temptation, and 
how it affects how people 
choose between good and bad, 
e.g. in Christianity, use Genesis 
3 and the ‘Fall’, and Jesus 
resisting temptation in 
Matthew 4. 

 

Share teachings from different 
religions that give examples of 
how to live ‘a good life’, e.g. 
Christian teaching from Jesus 
on the Beatitudes (Matthew 5: 
2–13). 

 

Talk about how pupils learn the 
difference between right and 
wrong. Is it always clear? How 
do people know? Sometimes 
the commands or guidance 
from religions help people to 
work out what the right thing 
is. Consider how helpful it is to 
have guidance like this for 
making choices and decisions in 
everyday life. 

 

Explore the lives of some 
inspirational religious 
individuals (e.g. Desmond Tutu, 
Martin Luther King Jr). Consider 
how their religious faith 
inspired and guided them in 
their lives. 

 P4C Key questions 

 
What do people believe 
about God? 
 

P4C Key questions 

 
Why do people pray? 
 
Explore the impact of prayer: 
Does it enable people to feel 

P4C Key questions 

 
What can we learn from 
religions about what is right 
and wrong? 
 



How can we know about 
something we have not seen 
or experienced for ourselves? 
 
Reflect on pupils’ own 
questions and ideas about 
God in light of their learning.   

 

calm, hopeful, inspired, close 
to God or challenged? How?  
 
Can our prayers really be 
answered? 
 
Do we have the power to 
make our own prayers a 
reality? 

 

What difference would it make 
if everyone lived by Humanist 
/Christian principles?  
 
Is temptation a test from God 
or just a human excuse for our 
own wrong doing? 
Is it sometimes difficult for 
believers to follow the 
guidance?  
 
If religions say that God 
inspires their rules for living, 
where do Humanists look for 
guidance? 

UKS2 U2.1: Why do some 
people believe God 
exists? 

 

U2.5: Is it better to 
express your religion 
in arts and 
architecture or in 
charity and 
generosity? 

 

U2.4: If God is 

everywhere, why go 

to a place of 

worship? 

 

  
Find out about how many people 
in the world and in your local 
area believe in God – using 
global statistics and the 2011 UK 
census. Ask pupils why they think 
so many people believe in God. 
Collect these reasons. Find out 
about how many do not believe. 
Learn the words ‘theist’ (believes 
in God), agnostic (cannot say if 
God exists or not) and atheist 
(believes there is no god).  
 
Set up an enquiry to explore the 
key question. Ask pupils to raise 
questions about the existence 
and nature of God. Focus on 
Christian ideas of God, in order 
to make this more manageable. 
Start by clarifying what 
Christians believe God is like. 
Build on learning from Key 
Question L2.1, and explore some 
of the names of God and 
metaphors for God in the Bible 
(e.g. God as Father, Spirit, Son, 
eternal, almighty, holy, 
shepherd, rock, fortress, light). 
Make links with prior learning 
about the Bible and its ‘big story’ 
(Key Question L2.2).  

 
Find out about some great 
examples of religious art and 
architecture and present their 
reasons for choosing those 
they find most impressive; 
Work in a small groups and 
present to the class an 
example of the most 
impressive religious art or 
architecture. 

 

Notice, list and explain 
similarities and differences 
between Christian and 
Muslim sacred buildings. 

 

Discuss Muslim and Christian 
ideas (e.g. from scriptures) 
about the importance of being 
generous and charitable, 
ranking the ideas according to 
their importance, and applying 
them to issues about poverty 
and charity. 

 

Consider why Christians and 
Muslims think giving money 

 
Find out some of the key 
features of places of worship: 
e.g. some differences between 
Anglican and Baptist churches; 
Mandir; differences between 
an Orthodox and a Reform 
synagogue.  
 
Explore the duty of pilgrimage 
in Hinduism, which is seen as a 
wider part of worship. This 
concerns the need for Hindus 
to be seen by the deity 
worshipping at a particular 
shrine.  
 
Can pupils talk about a place 
where people might say or feel 
God is somehow more 
‘present’? What is special 
about these places?  
 
Consider these definitions: 
‘synagogue’ = ‘house of 
assembly’ (a place to get 
together), also called ‘schul’ = 
school (a place to learn). 



 
Explore some reasons why 
people do or do not believe in 
God. Consider some of the main 
reasons. These include: family 
background – many people 
believe (or don’t believe) 
because of their home 
background; religious experience 
– many people say they have 
experienced a sense of ‘the 
presence of God’ or had prayer 
answered; many would argue 
that the universe, the Earth and 
life are extraordinary and are 
best explained as the result of an 
all-powerful Creator. Many 
people who do not believe in 
God point to the existence of 
terrible suffering as a key reason. 
Some argue that there is no need 
to use a Creator to explain the 
existence of the universe and 
life.  
 
Consider ways in which 
Christians read the Genesis 
account of creation. Explore why 
some Christians read it literally; 
explore how lots of Christians 
read it as expressing some truths 
about God and human beings 
without reading it literally. Find 
out about Christians who are 
also scientists (e.g. Jennifer 
Wiseman, John Polkinghorne, 
Denis Alexander).  
 
Invite some Christians, agnostics 
and atheists in to answer 
questions about why they do or 
do not believe in God.  
 

away is important, and what 
difference this makes, both to 
those who give and to those 
who receive. 

 

Compare Christian and Muslim 
ideas about art (e.g. 
contrasting views on 
presenting or not presenting 
God or people in art; use of 
calligraphy/ geometrical art vs 
representational art). 

 

Connect ways in which art and 
actions can reveal what 
people believe about God (e.g. 
cathedrals and mosques might 
express ideas of greatness and 
perfection of God; actions 
might suggest that God is 
concerned with justice). 

 

Suggest reasons why some 
people may be critical of 
religious art/ architecture, and 
why some would defend it as 
important. 

 

Answer the key question in 
light of these definitions.  
 
What different ways of 
worshipping can they find 
within Christianity? Reflect on 
why some Christians like to go 
to church to meet with God, 
and why some meet in a school 
or in a home; e.g. community, 
being part of the ‘body of 
Christ’, mutual support through 
prayer and encouragement, 
music vs meditation, silence, 
simplicity, nature; some don’t 
like institutions, hierarchies, 
crowds!  
 
Find out about alternative 
forms of Christian 
communities, e.g. 
www.freshexpressions.org.uk  
Consider the appeal of these to 
some Christians.  

 

 P4C Key questions 

 
Why do some people believe 
God exists? 

 
Why do so many people 
believe in God? 

 

Why does the idea of God 
exist in so many countries 
and cultures, today and 
throughout history? 

 

Is it only humans that believe 
in God? 

P4C Key questions 

 
Is it better to express your 
religion in arts and 
architecture or in charity and 
generosity? 

 
Which has greater impact – art 
or charity?  
 
What would the world be like 
without great art or 
architecture?  
 

P4C Key questions 

 
If God is everywhere, why go 

to a place of worship? 

Why do Christians worship in 

different ways? 

Did God create nature or is 

nature God? 

If some sites are more holy 

than others, does that mean 

http://www.freshexpressions.org.uk/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you don’t believe in God, is 
it worth living a moral life? 

 

Is it possible to believe in 
creation and science? 

 

If this God exists, what 
difference would ‘he’ make 
to the way people live? 

 

Why do we perceive God as a 
man?  
 

Is the perception of God as a 
male figure still relevant in 
today’s society? 

What might happen in a world 
without charity or generosity? 
 
Is charity more about the giver 
or the receiver? 
 
Is any act of giving truly 
altruistic? 
 

that God is concentrated more 

intensely in particular places? 

If God does exists, does ‘he’ 

value the good in non-

believers?  



Key Skills… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

RE in Year 3 should be able to: 
Know and Understand 

• Recall and name different faiths and beliefs. 
• Explore and retell religious and moral stories. 
• Recognise some religious symbols. 
• Appreciate some similarities and differences between different religions. 

Express and Communicate 
• Ask and respond to questions about belonging and communities. 
• Notice how there are different ways of expressing identity. 
• Express their own ideas about right and wrong. 

Apply 
• Express their own ideas through art, poetry, words and music. 
• Research similarities and differences in religious communities. 

RE in Year 4 should be able to: 
Know and Understand 

• Make connections between different faiths and beliefs. 
• Describe and understand religious and moral stories. 
• Explore a range of different beliefs and symbols and their significance. 

Express and Communicate 
• Explore and show understanding of similarities and differences in religions and worldviews.  
• Suggest why belonging to a community can be valuable for others and in our own lives. 
• Express their own ideas on morality, giving reasons. 
• Respond thoughtfully to ideas about community, values and respect. 

Apply 
• Express their own ideas through presentation, art, poetry, and music. 

RE in Year 5 should be able to: 
Know and Understand 

• Make connections and reflect thoughtfully on different features of religions and worldviews. 
• Describe and give opinions on religious and moral stories, beliefs and teachings from different 

communities. 
• Explore a range of different beliefs and symbols and their significance, expressing meaning. 

Express and Communicate 
• Explore and show understanding of similarities and differences in religions and world views, giving 

reasons and personal views.  
• Understand the challenges of commitment to a community, faith or belief and why it is valuable to 

belong. 
• Evaluate the notions of diversity and morality, giving personal opinions. 
• Begin to explore some ultimate questions about the nature of life. 

Apply 
• Express their own ideas (including ethical questions) through presentation, debate, art, poetry, and 

music. 

RE in Year 6 should be able to: 
Know and Understand 

• Make meaningful connections and reflect thoughtfully on different religious rituals, celebrations and 
ways of worship. 

• Explain and interpret a range of religious teachings and moral beliefs from different communities. 
• Explain and evaluate religions and world views with clarity. 

Express and Communicate 
• Offer insightful evaluation of the impact of diversity in communities. 
• Interpret a range of ways in which commitment to a belief or identity can be expressed. 
• Analyse and evaluate the notions of diversity and morality, giving coherent personal opinions. 
• Form carefully considered opinions to ultimate questions about the nature of life and religion. 

Apply 
• Express their own ideas (including ethical questions) through presentation, debate, answer 

philosophical art, poetry, reasoning and music. 



Monitoring and Review: 

Reviewed: May 2018 

KL/CB updated Feb 2019  
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